
On January 17 and 18, the Municipal Nautical Center of Freixo (Outes) 

hosted the final event (transnational coordination meeting and final 

forum) of the European project Circular.rur project, with the            

participation of Spanish, Croatian, Irish, German, Italian and Greek    

project partners. On 17th of January, partners gathered for the 4th 

Steering Committee Meeting, discussing Circular.rur results and final 

tasks to be implemented. After the presentations and the                 

brainstorming process aimed to discuss new initiatives related to the 

circular economy, afternoon session consisted of visits to the  examples 

of good practices – Sustainable Classroom of Freixo, Carpentry Museum 

of Ribera and O Secadeiro Restaurant. The activities of the 18th of      

January were aimed at the media, interest groups and the general   

public. After the welcome worlds on behalf of Mr. Manuel González, 

Mayor of the Outes Municipality, and Ms. María Dolores Pena,        

President of AFIPRODEL, the project results were presented to the  

visitors. Read more about the presented activities and results on the 

next page. 
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One of the project results is the handbook “Smart guidance on business models of 

Circular economy for the rural development” with methodology for the use of tools 

and resources, presented by Ms. Isabel Sünner from Hamburg Institute of           

International Economics, Germany. The 45-page handbook summarizes the         

intellectual co-work of the international collaboration project CIRCULAR.rur. It   

describes the purpose and goal of the project as well as the background of a neces-

sary change in rural areas within the EU towards a sustainable economy with circu-

lar structures. It also explain the theoretical basis of the Circular Economy and the 

approach of business models which are inevitable to implement successful business 

innovations. The evaluation of these success factors is delivered by an empirical 

correlation analysis with EUROSTAT data. The results will serve as a foundation for 

creating effective tools of knowledge transport on how to support rural               

entrepreneurship in the transition process towards a more circular business. 

After the handbook, Mr. Joe English from the Meath County Council, Ireland,      

presented the Digital toolbox for smart specialisation on Circular economy.          

Objective is to give rural stakeholders a set of tools to allow them to begin the    

circular journey in rural areas. These tools are meant to be user friendly and easily 

transportable, accesible to the people when even they need them via MIRO 

platform.  

One of the important activities of the project was also the development of the 

MOOCs Circular Lab, which was presented by Ms Ioanna Matouli from Atlantis    

Engineering, Greece. As mentioned in the previous newsletter, MOOCs Circular Lab 

is the interactive platform for training and smart advice of rural entrepreneurs in 

circular economy. Consisting of six courses, it guides the learners through the    

educational journey of circular economy, providing them with new knowledge and 

skills that they could implement in their business and/or life in general. Feel free to 

try the course: https://e-training.circularur.eu/. 
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Officially, the Circular.rur project concludes on February 28th, marking a significant 

milestone in our journey towards advancing the circular economy. However, as any 

seasoned project participant knows, the conclusion of a project is not the end of the 

story. In fact, in the upcoming months, we have some exciting plans. Three          

multiplier events are in the pipeline, with one scheduled in Italy, another in Ireland, 

and a third in Croatia. These events will provide a platform for the dissemination of 

results of the Circular.rur project. 

Furthermore, our commitment to sustainability doesn't stop at the project's end date. We are actively working on the creation and            

articulation of the "CE Network for advice and smart specialization." The CE Network will play a pivotal role in supporting local agents,       

trainers, and professionals who are involved in entrepreneurship in rural areas. It will also provide valuable assistance to entrepreneurs and 

small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) across rural Europe. This network will facilitate access to expertise, resources, and guidance in the 

circular economy, empowering rural communities and driving sustainable economic growth. 

 

 

As Circular.rur draws to a close, it            
signifies not an end but the dawn 

of a new chapter. We invite all  
those who are passionate about 
the circular economy to join us 

through the CE Network for advice 
and smart specialization. Together, 

we will continue to innovate,      
collaborate, and make rural Europe 
a vibrant hub for circular economy 

practices.  
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